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“Judas then, having received the Roman cohort 
and officers from the chief priests and the 
Pharisees, came there with lanterns and torches 
and weapons...Simon Peter...struck the high 
priest’s slave, and cut off his right ear...Jesus 
said to Peter, ‘Put the sword into the sheath; 
the cup which the Father has given Me, shall I 
not drink it?’” – John 18:3-11 

SSoldiers surrounded Jesus and His 
disciples at night in an isolated location. 
The darkness was penetrated only by 

lanterns and torches. This was the moment 
they all knew might arrive—the moment when 
those who opposed Jesus would combine 
to bring force against Him and His followers. 
Now the threats had become reality. 

Peter had a very human reaction, striking 
out with violence at one of the men. But 
Jesus acted quite differently. He didn’t give 
in to the surrounding hostility. He remained 
calm—so calm that He could even take time 
to teach Peter important truths! 

Jesus wanted His disciples to be able 
to look back and see these events in a 
different light. He wanted to show them 
the preeminence of the will of God in His 
life — that in every situation, He was more 
concerned about pleasing the Father than 
Himself. 

Jesus could face this crisis calmly, because 
He was prepared. He knew He would be 
betrayed and that the Father had called Him 
to die. But He was not afraid or worried. He 
had spent time in prayer and was strong in the 
Spirit. 

What crises are you facing? Make sure 
that you are prepared. Fill your mind and 
heart with the Word of God. Spend time in 
prayer. Be filled with the Holy Spirit, and let 
Him equip you and help you control your 
emotions. 

Submit your will to God. Trust Him. And 
look for opportunities to turn crises into 
moments of testimony and ministry. 

Prayer 

Father, help me to be strong in the Holy 
Spirit and prepared for the events of life. 
I trust You to direct my life. Use me to win 
Souls for Your Kingdom. In Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 
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